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MAN RAY - PHOTOGRAPHER 
Man Ray (born Emmanuel Radnitzky, August 27th 1890) 
was an American photographer and artist who spent most of 
his career in France. As an artist, he was involved in the 
Dada (Anti-war protests through art) and Surrealist move-
ments in the early part of the 20th century. 
 
Best known in the art world for his avant-garde photography, 
Man Ray produced major works in a variety of media and 
considered himself a painter above all. He was also a re-
nowned fashion and portrait photographer and produced 
several short films. 
 
Ray was born in South Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1890, 
the eldest child of recent Russian-Jewish immigrants. In 
early 1912, the Radnitzky family changed their surname to 
Ray, in reaction to the ethnic discrimination and anti-
Semitism prevalent at that time. Emmanuel, who was called 
"Manny" as a nickname, changed his first name to Man at 
this time, and gradually began to use Man Ray as his com-
bined single name. 
 
Rays father was a tailor and this influence appears through-
out his career, with tailor's dummies, flat irons, sewing ma-
chines, needles, pins, threads, swatches of fabric, and other 
items related to clothing and sewing appear at every stage 
of his work and in almost every medium.  

1890  -   Born Emmanuel Radnitzky 
1897  -   Family moved to New York 
1908  -   Graduated from High Scool. Offered scholarship to 

 study archetecture/ - declined. 
1911  - Changed Surname to Ray, became known as Man 

 Ray 
1915  -   First exhibition 
1921  -  Moved to Paris 
1925  - with Jean Arp, Max Ernst, André Masson, Joan  

 Miró, and Pablo Picasso, Man Ray exhibited at first 
 surrealist exhibition in Paris 

1940  -   Returned to USA for duration of WW2 
1946  -  Married Juliet Browner (an artists model 
1951  - Returned to Paris 
1963  - Published autobiography 
1976  - Died in Paris, Aged 86 

MAN RAY - TIMELINE 

Sprockets (1926) 



“Rayograph” 1921 “Solarisation” 1931 

“Prayer” 1930 “Tears” 1930 

Other Famous Images: 

Ray also pioneered several photographic processes, most noticeably the proc-
ess of solarisation. Solariation occurs when a plate or film is exposed to light 
before processing, leading to severe overexposure of part or all of the negative. 
 
Another process developed by Ray was the “Rayogram” (or photogram) where 
no camera is used at all. Objects are placed directly on the photographic paper 
so they cast a shadow on the material just as it is being exposed. 

Man Ray died in Paris on November 18th 1975, his epitaph reads:  
 

“unconcerned, but not indifferent” 

 


